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THE GREAT MOGHUL OFFENSIVE; THE LAST EFFORT

THE BEGINNING OF THE MARATHA OOCJNTER-

OFFENSIVE
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HAD the emperor been well advised, he would now have
made peace with the Marathas, aeknowlegod Rajavam as
king of the Western Deccan and Konkan and devoted his
remaining years to the subjugation of Mysore, Travancore,
and south-eastern Tudin, Or better still ho might after
making peace, have relnrned to Delhi where his presence
was urgently needed. Hindustan had boeu drained of its
wealth and of its best blood in the vain attempt to subdue
the south. The Rajput princes were weavy of the wild
hills and trackless forests ol1 the Deccan and longed to
return to their lands and castles in Rajasthan. The
emperor, too, was in his seventy-ninth year and although
yonng for his years was unfit any longer to conduct the
arduous Maratha war. Nor would Rajaram have refused
an offer of peace. He had lost a considerable treasure in
Jinji. The finances of the kingdom were in disorder and
Maharashtra, overrun in turn by the Moghul and Maratha
armies, was fast becoming a desert, Aaad Khan, the
prime minister, urged Aurangzib to end the Deccan war
in any honourable way he could. But the military party
pressed on the emperor other views. The military chiefs
drew large salaries and made handsome profits out of
army contracts. They wore loth to end a war from which
they drew such ample incomes* They scoffed at the
mention of peace. Was Aurangzib to give up his darling